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Studies
2:1

2005|2012
The Skinners’ School
Tunbridge Wells
A-Levels | Maths (A) Physics 
(A) Art (C)
AS-Level | Design 
Technology(B)
GCSEs | 7xA* 4xA

Previous Experience

Martin Bush Chartered 
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Summer 2014
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1. Second floor plan 1:500 
showing the main gallery space 
and theatre with upper seating.
2. Exterior view of Arts Council 
North showing the existing 
Mayfield Station building and 
the new interventions.

Third Year Project
Arts Council North

Brief
This project was inspired by 
Will Alsop’s ‘Supercity’. A 
theoretical city which would 
stretch from Liverpool to Hull 
and rival London as the heart 
of the UK. The intention was 
to examine how decentralisation 
could be achieved in the UK by 
selecting a particular body 
or institution that could be 
relocated from London into the 
supercity. 
Cultural funding is one of many 
examples where Londoners benefit 
unfairly compared to the rest 
of the population. As such, the 
Arts Council was chosen to be 
re-homed in the Supercity.  
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7. Section 1:250 showing new 
cores and how the theatre sits 
within the existing building.
8. Ground floor plan 1:1000 
showing entrance lobby, bar/ 
ticket office, ground floor 
gallery and theatre stage,
9. Fourth floor plan 1:1000 
showing theatre roof, top floor 
gallery, backstage and outdoor 
seating.
10. Seventh floor plan 1:1000 
showing cultural platform and 
top floor of Arts Council 
administration offices.

Third Year Project
Arts Council North

Realisation
The chosen site for this project 
was a former railway station in 
Manchester. 
Mayfield station has been empty 
since the 80s and this scheme 
intends to refurbish the old 
masonry building and insert 
the new Arts Council functions 
within its shell.
 Alongside spaces for Arts 
Council administrative 
requirements the building will 
also house a theatre and gallery 
so as to physically promote 
projects which the Arts Council 
supports. This promotion will 
be furthered by the addition of 
an outdoor space, or platform, 
for sculpture and performance 
which is visible from Manchester 
Piccadilly station.
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Third Year Project
Arts Council North

Modelling
Physical modelling was one of 
the more enjoyable and inspiring 
tasks that was undertaken during 
this project. Many of the early 
design decisions were made using 
simple maquettes. 
The above images highlight how 
the theatre sits amongst the new 
cores and within the form of the 
existing station. 
The theatre is also one of the 
more important and striking 
elements of the design which was 
looked at to a finer detail. 

11-14. Physical model. White, 
grey, brown card and basswood. 
1:100 560x410mm.
15-17. 3dsmax interior renders.

11.Lobby space.
12. Theatre within the new cores 
and shell of existing building.
13. New cores.
14. Theatre and Arts Council 
offices.
15. At the bar beneath the pitch 
of the theatre. 
16. Inside the theatre looking 
up onto the seating.
17. Inside the theatre looking 
down to the stage from the top 
of the seats.
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Third Year Project
Arts Council North

Theatre
Allowing the public access 
inside the Arts Council makes 
the institution more accessible 
and receive a greater public 
interest. The theatre itself is 
the primary method of achieving 
this and this importance is 
reflected in its construction. 
The theatre sits curiously 
inside the old train station and 
the pitch for the seats within 
arc over the entrance to the 
building and provide a space 
for the bar and ticket office 
underneath. 

14. Ground floor plan 1:200 
highlighting the entrances to 
the theatre, how it sits within 
the new cores in the building 
and the spaces beneath.
15. Axonometric of the theatre. 
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Third Year Project
Arts Council North

Exterior
The outside of the building 
needs to successfully convey 
how the Arts Council has changed 
along with its move to the 
North. 
The actual administrative 
offices for the Arts Council are 
created in a relatively formal 
architecture. But the ‘cultural 
platform’ sitting beneath 
suggests the more playful nature 
of the building and provides a 
medium for a advertisement and 
celebrations of the arts. 
The platform sits ontop of the 
old train station which hides 
the more curious architectural 
elements inside the building 
such as the theatre.  

16. Exterior view of the scheme 
as viewed from the platform at 
Manchester Piccadilly station.
17. Axonometric showing all the 
new additions to the building 
and how they relate to the old 
platforms at Mayfield Station. 
18. View inside the lobby of the 
pitch of the theatre. 
19. Exploded axonometric 
explaining how the new elements 
fit into the shell of the old 
train station. 
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Third Year Project
Arts Council North

20. Exploded axonometric of the 
theatre construction 1:500.
21. Construction details of the 
theatre 1:200.

Technical
As the theatre is both an 
exciting architectural element 
to the building and one of 
the most functional, it was 
selected for a more in depth 
technical study. This involved 
looking at how such a space may 
be constructed and how it may 
function acoustically. 
A set of acoustic reflectors 
for the roof of the theatre 
were designed using Autodesk 
Ecotect to ensure it performed 
well. These can be viewed in the 
exploded axonometric above.
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Second Year Project
The Institute of Use

22. Early site investigations 
and surveys of the existing 
buildings.
23. Proposed form of the new 
scheme. 
24. Flow chart showing how the 
different intended uses mix, 
overlap and combine within the 
building. 

Brief
The Institute of Use is an 
existing organisation in 
mid Wales. The institute 
provides a home to many local 
community projects such as a 
Scout troop and yoga classes. 
But it is formally  a field 
research centre used by Cardiff 
University. 
This project aimed to provide a 
new building for the Institute 
of Use which would better suit 
its needs. The people who ran 
the Institute were particularly 
keen that the different uses 
would be able to overlap and 
the building would be much more 
communal and social.   
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Section AA’ 1:200

Second Year Project
The Institute of Use

25. Cranked section through the 
full scheme 1:500.
26. Ground floor plan 1:500.

Realisation
The estate which the Institute 
belongs to is covered in 
plantations of Western Hemlock 
and Norway Spruce trees. The 
new building is to sprawl out 
into the trees and provide a 
space for each of the activities 
that occur in the building. But 
they will congregate around a 
single communal space in the 
centre. The building is also to 
provide spaces for woodworking 
and teaching along with better 
dormitories and laboratories for 
the field research. 
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Second Year Project
The Institute of Use

27. Exterior perspective of the 
main entrance. 
28. Exterior perspective rear 
view of the scheme. 
29. Exterior perspective of the 
outdoor seating area, core space 
and multi-purpose hall.

Exterior
The building’s form is intended 
to reflect the functions within. 
The individual spaces for the 
different uses vary in their 
axis and materials.
It is exclusively single 
storey except for the communal 
space in the centre which 
stands above the rest of the 
building and features heavier 
glazing, allowing for a greater 
transparency.



p.11Thomas Guinane 
|||||

32

31

30

Second Year Project
The Institute of Use

30-31. Views inside the communal 
core space that ties the whole 
building and its uses together. 
32. Construction details of one 
of the timber clad spaces such 
as the hall or laboratory. 

Core
The communal space acts as a 
nucleus or core of the building 
and its design is intentionally 
simple.
Fundamentally the space provides 
seating for meal times, but 
there are long views down into 
the specific spaces for the 
different uses. It is hoped that 
the core space will encourage 
display and discussion of 
the work going on within the 
Institute and act as a canvas 
for this. It will therefore 
undergo many visual changes in 
conjunction with how the people 
and the activities within the 
building change. 
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Second Year Project
Porth Teigr Housing

33. Conceptual axonometric of 
the full scheme and how the 
elements relate. 
34. Plan of the flats 1:200. 

Brief
This project mimicked a real one 
based in Cardiff Bay. The bay is 
an area which has undergone a 
drastic period of redevelopment 
over the last 30 years and is 
hardly recognisable as the 
industrial coal capital of the 
world it once was.
The bay is now home to the Welsh 
National Opera and BBC Wales. 
Porth Teigr is one of the 
final areas of the bay to be 
regenerated and this scheme 
wished to provide housing to 
support the new industries in 
the area. 
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Second Year Project
Porth Teigr Housing

35. Sketchup model of the flats 
and how they sit between cores.
36. Third floor plan  1:500.
37. Fourth floor plan 1:500.
38. Conceptual axonometric 
explaining how the flats fit 
amongst the circulation cores. 

Realisation
This project created 18 
dwellings with a large public 
space beneath them. The flats 
are open plan and the building 
borders one of the old docks 
from the bay’s former industrial 
days. 
The building’s circulation was 
intended to act as a feature for 
its fabric and thus the saleable 
floor area is limited but still 
remains within what the brief 
required. 
These dwellings are primarily 
aimed at young professionals 
in the area who would work in 
the nearby Centre for Creative 
Industries, an institution which 
would support the digital side 
of production for the nearby 
television studios.
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Second Year Project
Porth Teigr Housing 39. Studies showing how the 

stairs adhered to approved 
documents.
40. Axonometrics of individual 
flats 1:200.

Inside
The flats themselves are 
relatively simple in nature but 
comfortably fit all that is 
required. 
The balconies sit out over the 
old dock and the large glazed 
wall provides long views down 
the flat and across onto the bay 
itself. 
As this was one of the earlier 
projects from the second 
year of my degree, it was 
also one of the first where 
careful attention was paid 
to regulations and approved 
documents throughout the design. 
Despite this, the stairs in this 
design are quite shallow. 


